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Estonia

- Mr. Speaker, Canadians of Estonian fieritage are today celebrating the 86 anniversary of -
the Declaration of Independence of Estonia.

The Republic of Estonia was founded on February 24, 1918, when the Salvation
Committee declared the independence of the Republic of Estonia. This date was celebrated
as the date of independence until the Soviet occupation of Estonia in 1940. During the
Soviet occupation, Independence Day was celebrated in Estonian communities around the
world,

As the hope of restoring the nation’s independence grew stronger in the late 1980s, the
people already began to celebrate the day of independence publicly before the end of the
Soviet occupation. On February 24, 1989, the red flag of Soviet Estonia was replaced by
the blue-black-white Estonian national flag on Toompea. Since the restoration of
. independence on August 20, 1991, Independence Day continues to be a day of celebration ..
and a day of reflection for the Estonian people.

Mr. Speaker, I would likg to offer my congratulations to President Rjiiitel; the Estonian

@arfiament, the people of Estonia and Canadians of Estonian descent on this momentous
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